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WEIGHT SCALE WITH ULTRASOUND
IMAGING FOR ANKLE DISPLACEMENT
MEASUREMENT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of and claims the benefit
of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/240,139 filed Sep. 22,
2011 and claims the benefit of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
12/546,180 filed Aug. 24, 2009 (now U.S. Pat. No. 8,048,000
issued Nov. 1, 2011), and claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Application No. 61/091,670 filed Aug. 25, 2008. The
disclosures of the foregoing United States Patent Applica-
tions are specifically incorporated herein by this reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

Embodiments relate, in general to home healthcare moni-
toring and more particularly to monitoring and correlating
trend data with respect to ankle displacement measurements
and patient weight and thereafter transmitting that data to a
healthcare professional when a statistically significant event
occurs.

2. Technical Background

Congestive heart failure, or heart failure, is a condition in
which the heart cannot pump enough blood to the body’s
other organs. This can result from a variety of causes includ-
ing narrowed arteries that supply blood to the heart muscle,
coronary artery disease, scar tissue build up from past heart
attack or myocardial infarction that interferes with the heart
muscle’s normal work, high blood pressure, heart valve dis-
ease due to past rheumatic fever or other causes, heart defects
present at birth, and infection of the heart valves and/or heart
muscle itself.

Congestive heart failure is a condition in which the heart,
while continuing to function, does not perform its work as
efficiently as it should. People with heart failure cannot exert
themselves because they become short of breath and fatigued.
As blood flow out of the heart slows, blood returning to the
heart through the veins backs up, causing congestion in the
tissues. Often swelling (edema) results. Most often there is
swelling in the legs and ankles, but swelling can occur in other
parts of the body as well. Sometimes fluid collects in the lungs
and interferes with breathing, causing shortness of breath,
especially when a person is lying down. Another common
symptom is swelling in lower extremities, especially the feet
and ankles.

The degree of swelling people with heart failure experience
depends on how well their body is compensating for the heart
failure and how much sodium and water their body retains. In
some cases the swelling is mild and merely bothersome,
while in other cases it can be severe and painful as their skin
becomes taut and sensitive.

The medical term for this swelling in the legs is pedal
edema—*‘pedal” refers to the feet and “edema” refers to the
buildup of excess fluid. Heart failure often causes what doc-
tors call “pitting edema,” meaning that applying pressure to
the swollen skin leaves an indentation in the skin. Doctors
often test for edema by pressing their thumb to the skin and
seeing whether it leaves an impression. One common
example of pitting edema is when, upon removal of one’s
footwear, he or she discovers that his or her socks have left an
impression in the skin of the ankles and feet. However, tests
such as this are used to confirm extreme cases of edema after
apatient has sought assistance. The presence of edema is used
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2

to verify or support a diagnosis rather than proactively to
identify a potential or growing condition.

While the association of pedal edema and heart failure is
well known, the presence of pedal edema in a patient experi-
encing heart failure is typically one of many factors used to
reach a diagnosis once a patient has sought out medical care.
For example a chest X-ray indicating a build up of fluid in the
cavity surrounding the lungs resulting in the patient experi-
encing difficulty in breathing may also be indicative of heart
failure. But unlike blood tests, X-rays and other non-ambu-
latory tests, pedal edema can be readily observed and moni-
tored by the patient.

However, even when patients having a high likelihood or
susceptibility to heart failure are asked to monitor various
physiological conditions including pedal edema, patient
compliance is historically poor and unreliable. A need there-
fore exists for a system and apparatus to efficiently and effort-
lessly monitor changes in pedal edema of a patient showing
susceptibility to heart failure. Furthermore there is a need to
record such data and correlate it with the weight of a patient
over a period of time so as to determine whether any changes
in pedal edema are consistent or inconsistent with weight
change. Finally a need remains to convey this information to
a healthcare professional for analysis and, if necessary, to
initiate proactive measures to minimize risk to the patient.
These and other improvements to the prior art are hereafter
described by way of example.

SUMMARY

A system and method are provided for correlating trend
data with respect to a patient’s weight with trend data with
respect to the patient’s lower extremity (for example, ankle)
displacement. According to one embodiment, a device incor-
porates both a weight scale and ultrasound or similar imaging
mechanism to measure displacement. Over time trend analy-
sis of both the patient’s weight and the displacement mea-
surements can be obtained and compared to identify whether
an increase in a patient’s displacement is or is not correlated
with an increase in the patient’s weight.

According to one embodiment, a scale or similar device
incorporates an electronic measuring apparatus using tech-
nology such as ultrasound, infrared or other means to measure
lower extremity displacement by way of imaging. The col-
lected data is then processed by a microprocessor. The micro-
processor, using a correlation module and the trend analysis
module, determines whether there is a statistically unique
difference in trend data for a patient’s weight and displace-
ment. Upon determination that a statistical variance in the
data has occurred, and according to one embodiment, a
healthcare professional can be alerted and, if necessary, steps
can be taken to contact the patient to render advice or treat-
ment.

According to another embodiment, a device collects data
with respect to the patient lower extremity displacement. The
data is thereafter stored and trend analysis is conducted on
both the patient’s weight and displacement measurements.
Trends of the patient’s weight and measurements of the
patient’s displacements are examined and a correlation can be
determined between the two sets of data. If there is a low
correlation, meaning that displacement measurements show a
trend that is minimally related to the patient’s weight mea-
surements, an alert is sent to a medical or healthcare profes-
sional for further analysis. According to another embodiment,
the data can be transmitted via a network such as the Internet
or other wide-area network or the data can be used to alert the
patient via a display or similar device.
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The features and advantages described in this disclosure
and in the following detailed description are not all-inclusive.
Many additional features and advantages will be apparent to
one of ordinary skill in the relevant art in view of the draw-
ings, specification, and claims hereof. Moreover, it should be
noted that the language used in the specification has been
principally selected for readability and instructional purposes
and may not have been selected to delineate or circumscribe
the inventive subject matter; reference to the claims is neces-
sary to determine such inventive subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The aforementioned and other features and objects of the
present invention and the manner of attaining them will
become more apparent, and the invention itself will be best
understood, by reference to the following description of one
or more embodiments taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings, wherein:

FIG.1is ahigh-level system diagram showing the relation-
ship between a patient and ankle displacement measurement
device, and a healthcare professional;

FIG. 2 is a high-level component diagram showing the
relationship between various components of a weight scale
and ankle displacement measurement device according to
one embodiment of the present invention; and

FIGS. 3A and 3B are method embodiments for determin-
ing correlation between a patient’s weight and ankle displace-
ment measurements according to the present invention.

The Figures depict embodiments of the present invention
for purposes of illustration only. One skilled in the art will
readily recognize from the following discussion that alterna-
tive embodiments of the structures and methods illustrated
herein may be employed without departing from the prin-
ciples of the invention described herein.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention are hereafter
described in detail with reference to the accompanying Fig-
ures. Although the invention has been described and illus-
trated with a certain degree of particularity, it is understood
that the present disclosure has been made only by way of
example and that numerous changes in the combination and
arrangement of parts can be resorted to by those skilled in the
art without departing from the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion.

One of the leading causes of death relating to cardiac
disease is congestive heart failure. This condition can be
monitored in various ways including echocardiograms,
weight monitoring and measurements of pedal edema. As
discussed herein, pedal edema is a condition where the lower
extremities of the human body swell due to the accumulation
of fluid. As the heart becomes inefficient fluid collects in the
lower extremities, including the feet and ankles, causing them
to swell. There are number of reasons why a patient may
experience swelling of the lower extremities. These reasons
include injuries such as ankle sprains or general immobility
due to some other type of illness or injury. However, when it
is not associated with other contraindicated symptoms, pedal
edema may be indicative of congestive heart failure. A statis-
tically significant change in a patient’s ankle displacement
without a similar statistically significant change in the
patient’s weight may be an early indication of pedal edema
associated with congestive heart failure.

According to one embodiment, a device incorporates the
ability to measure and store both a patient’s weight and lower
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extremity (for example, ankle) displacement or size of the
patient’s lower extremities (for example, ankles). Simulta-
neous measurement of both the patient’s weight and displace-
ment is taken and stored for further analysis by the simple act
of a patient stepping on a scale. Over time trend information
for both the patient’s weight and extremity displacement is
determined and compared so that a correlation factor can be
calculated. If the size of the patient’s extremities increase
over time, as indicated by the displacement trend data, with-
out a corresponding variance in the patient’s weight, a low
correlation factor is determined. This low correlation or non-
correlating factor can be indicative of congestive heart fail-
ure. The displacement or size of a healthy individual’s lower
extremities does not significantly vary from one day to
another. And when such a variation is noted it is typically
associated with a corresponding gain in weight. For example,
aperson who generally maintains a low sodium diet may find
their weight fluctuate 2-5 1bs due to a meal having a high salt
content. This weight gain, which is primarily due to water,
may cause a corresponding swelling in the lower extremities.
Similarly, weight gain over a prolonged period to time may
also be associated with increased lower extremity displace-
ment. This type of correlated variance in a person’s weight
and extremity size would not be indicative of congestive heart
failure. However an uncorrelated increase in extremity dis-
placement may warrant further scrutiny.

When a low or non-correlating factor between the patient’s
historical weight data and the patient’s historical extremity
displacement data is discerned, a message is sent to a health-
care professional for further analysis and, if necessary, pro-
active action. The healthcare professional can thereafter con-
tact the patient, ask additional questions and, if necessary,
direct him or her to a hospital or similar facility for further
testing. According to another embodiment, a display device
can provide a patient directly with healthcare protocols and/
or advice directing him or her to a hospital or similar facility.

FIG. 1 shows a high-level view of a system for correlating
trend data regarding a patient’s weight with that regarding
their lower extremity (ankle) displacement. A patient 110
utilizes a weight and an ankle displacement measuring device
120 to measure both their weight and ankle size simulta-
neously. Each time the patient utilizes the device 120 data is
collected and stored for further analysis. According to one
embodiment of the present invention, data collected over time
by the ankle displacement measuring device 120 is conveyed
via a network 140 to a healthcare professional 130 for further
analysis. According to another embodiment of the present
invention, the device 120 collects and stores data within the
device and thereafter processes the information to determine
whether trend data with respect to the patient’s weight and the
patient’s ankle displacement measurements are statistically
correlated. When a non-correlating event occurs in which a
patient’s ankles swell without a corresponding change in
weight, the device 120 transmits or conveys that information
via a network 140 to a healthcare professional 130. The
healthcare professional 130 thereafter can contact the patient
110 for further action including directing the patient to a
hospital or other healthcare facility for further testing.

FIG. 2is ahigh-level system diagram of components of one
embodiment of an ankle displacement and weight measuring
device. According to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the weight and ankle displacement measuring device
120 includes a patient interface 200 on which the patient
stands and that includes a scale and some means to measure
ankle size. As will be appreciated by one skilled in the rel-
evant art, a number of means can be used to measure both the
patient’s weight and ankle size. For example electronic scales
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that are well known in the prior art measure a patient’s weight
using strain gauges and other weight measuring devices. It is
also well known that body composition measurements can be
conducted by measuring impedance of a small electrical
charge passed through the body. Similarly, a patient’s ankle
size can be accurately measured using ultrasound, infrared, or
other electronic means as would be known to one skilled in
the relevant art. Each of these and other technical means to
measure ankle displacement are contemplated by the present
invention.

As shown in FIG. 2, the weight and ankle displacement
measuring interface 200 is coupled to memory for storage of
weight data 220 and ankle displacement measurements 210.
Upon the collection of historical data a processor 230
accesses the patient’s weight data 220 and historical ankle
measurement data 210 to conduct, using trend module 250, a
respective trend analysis. This trend data is then processed by
a correlation module 240 and a statistical analysis module
260 to determine whether the historical data of the patient’s
weight and historical data with respect to a patient’s ankle
size are correlated.

According to one embodiment of the present invention,
when the trend data of size of a patient’s ankles is not corre-
lated with the trend data of the patient’s weight, a report is
generated by the reporting module 270. The event is recorded
in memory 280 and transmitted via a transmitting module 290
and network 140 to a healthcare professional 130. For
example, assume a patient with a history of heart disease has
been directed to use one embodiment of the present invention
on a routine basis. After some baseline measurements the
patient is sent home with the device. Over a prolonged period
of time, say 6 months, the patient regularly steps onto the
device and the device automatically records the patient’s
weight and ankle displacement. The data is collected, and
upon the collection of enough data points to make a statistical
analysis, trends are analyzed. The process is ongoing and
each time the patient steps onto the scale the historical data
and trend analysis are revised. Normally the patient’s weight
and ankle displacement would show a high degree of corre-
lation. However, if an unexplained increase in the person’s
ankles occurs without any corresponding weight increase, the
present invention identifies this uncorrelated event and
reports it to a healthcare professional and/or the patient.

According to another embodiment of the present invention,
responsive to the determination of a low correlation factor
between historical measurements of a patient’s weight and
the patient’s ankle size over a predetermined sampling
period, the present invention can institute a series of questions
or inquiries to narrow the instances of false positive alerts. A
false positive is a condition in which, while a low correlation
between the patient’s weight and ankle size over the sampling
period does exist, the causes of the that low correlation may
be easily explained. For example, if a statistically significant
event was identified shortly after the person experienced an
ankle injury then the low correlation factor may not be an
indication of congestive heart failure. Also if ankle displace-
ment measurements indicate only an increase of size of one
ankle versus both ankles the protocols can be programmed to
inquire if an injury has occurred.

In a preferred embodiment, at least a portion of the present
invention can be implemented in software. Software pro-
gramming code which embodies the present invention is typi-
cally accessed by a microprocessor 230 from long-term, per-
sistent storage media of some type, such as a flash drive or
hard drive. The software programming code may be embod-
ied on any of a variety of known media for use with a data
processing system, such as a diskette, hard drive, or CD-
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ROM. The code may be distributed on such media, or may be
distributed from the memory or storage of one computer
system over a network of some type to other computer sys-
tems for use by such other systems. Alternatively, the pro-
gramming code may be embodied in the memory of the
device and accessed by a microprocessor using an internal
bus. The techniques and methods for embodying software
programming code in memory, on physical media, and/or
distributing software code via networks are well known and
will not be further discussed herein.

Generally, program modules include routines, programs,
objects, components, data structures and the like that perform
particular tasks or implement particular abstract data types.
Moreover, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the
invention can be practiced with other computer system con-
figurations, including hand-held devices, multi-processor
systems, microprocessor-based or programmable consumer
electronics, network PCs, minicomputers, mainframe com-
puters and the like. The invention may also be practiced in
distributed computing environments where tasks are per-
formed by remote processing devices that are linked through
a communications network. In a distributed computing envi-
ronment, program modules may be located in both local and
remote memory storage devices.

An exemplary system for implementing the invention
includes a general purpose computing device in the form of a
conventional personal computer, a personal communication
device or the like, including a processing unit, a system
memory, and a system bus that couples various system com-
ponents including the system memory to the processing unit.
The system bus may be any of several types of bus structures
including a memory bus or memory controller, a peripheral
bus, and a local bus using any of a variety of bus architectures.
The system memory generally includes read-only memory
(ROM) and random access memory (RAM). A basic input/
output system (BIOS), containing the basic routines that help
to transfer information between elements within the personal
computer, such as during start-up, is stored in ROM. The
personal computer may further include a hard disk drive for
reading from and writing to a hard disk, a magnetic disk drive
for reading from or writing to a removable magnetic disk. The
hard disk drive and magnetic disk drive are connected to the
system bus by a hard disk drive interface and a magnetic disk
drive interface, respectively. The drives and their associated
computer-readable media provide non-volatile storage of
computer readable instructions, data structures, program
modules and other data for the personal computer. Although
the exemplary environment described herein employs a hard
disk and a removable magnetic disk, it should be appreciated
by those skilled in the art that other types of computer read-
able media which can store data that is accessible by a com-
puter, such as magnetic cassettes, flash memory cards, digital
video disks, random access memories (RAMs), read-only
memories (ROMs) and the like may also be used in the exem-
plary operating environment.

A number of program modules may be stored on the hard
disk, magnetic disk, ROM or RAM, including an operating
system, one or more application programs or software por-
tions, other program modules and program data. A user may
enter commands and information into the personal computer
through input devices such as a keyboard and pointing device.
Other input devices may include a microphone, joystick,
game pad, satellite dish, scanner or the like. These and other
input devices are often connected to the processing unit
through a serial port interface that is coupled to the system
bus, but may be connected by other interfaces, such as a
parallel port, game port or universal serial bus (USB). A
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monitor or other type of display device may also be connected
to the system bus via an interface, such as a video adapter.

A personal computer or processor such as one employed in
the present invention may operate in a networked environ-
ment using logical connections to one or more remote com-
puters. The remote computer may be another personal com-
puter, a server, a router, a network PC, a peer device or other
common network node, and typically includes many or all of
the elements described above relative to the personal com-
puter. The logical connections described herein include local
area networks (LAN) and a wide area networks (WAN). Such
networking environments are commonplace in offices, enter-
prise-wide computer networks, Intranets and the Internet.

When used in a LAN networking environment, the com-
puter is connected to the local network through a network
interface or adapter. When used in a WAN networking envi-
ronment, the computer typically includes a means for estab-
lishing communications over the wide area network, such as
the Internet. This means is connected to the system bus via the
serial port interface. In a networked environment, program
modules depicted relative to the personal computer, or por-
tions thereof, may be stored in the remote memory storage
device. It will be appreciated that the network connections
shown are exemplary and other means of establishing a com-
munications link between the computers may be used.

Included in the description are flowcharts depicting
examples of the methodology which may be used to correlate
trend data between a patient’s weight and ankle displacement
measurements. In the following description, it will be under-
stood that each block of the flowchart illustrations, and com-
binations of blocks in the flowchart illustrations, can be
implemented by computer program instructions. These com-
puter program instructions may be loaded onto a computer or
other programmable apparatus to produce a machine such
that the instructions that execute on the computer or other
programmable apparatus create means for implementing the
functions specified in the flowchart block or blocks. These
computer program instructions may also be stored in a com-
puter-readable memory that can direct a computer or other
programmable apparatus to function in a particular manner
such that the instructions stored in the computer-readable
memory produce an article of manufacture including instruc-
tion means that implement the function specified in the flow-
chart block or blocks. The computer program instructions
may also be loaded onto a computer or other programmable
apparatus to cause a series of operational steps to be per-
formed in the computer or on the other programmable appa-
ratus to produce a computer implemented process such that
the instructions that execute on the computer or other pro-
grammable apparatus provide steps for implementing the
functions specified in the flowchart block or blocks.

Accordingly, blocks of the flowchart illustrations support
combinations of means for performing the specified functions
and combinations of steps for performing the specified func-
tions. It will also be understood that each block of the flow-
chart illustrations, and combinations of blocks in the flow-
chart illustrations, can be implemented by special purpose
hardware-based computer systems that perform the specified
functions or steps, or combinations of special purpose hard-
ware and computer instructions.

According to one embodiment of the present invention, a
determination with respect to correlation between a patient’s
weight and a patient’s ankle size can be made by specifically
analyzing trend data over a period of time. FIG. 3 shows the
flowchart of one method embodiment for determining corre-
lation data between the patient’s weight and ankle displace-
ment measurements. The process begins with collection 310
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of a patient’s weight and ankle displacement. The respective
data is thereafter stored 320 on a persistent memory device as
would be known to one skilled in the relevant art. Trend
analysis is conducted to determine 330 a historical image of
the patient’s weight and ankle displacement measurements,
and thereafter the two sets of data are compared to determine
340 whether a correlation factor exists.

A query 350 is then made whether the correlation factor for
a local event is a large number or a small number. If the
correlation factor is large, indicating a correlation between
the variances in trend data of the patient’s weight and the
ankle displacement measurements, data is continued to be
collected and analyzed.

When the correlation factor is small, indicating that the
variance in the patient’s ankle displacement measurements is
not correlated with the variance in the patient’s weight, the
present invention determines whether data is sufficient to
consider if the analysis is indicative of congestive heart fail-
ure. Thereafter another query 360 is conducted to determine
whether the correlation factor is statistically significant. For
example, a gradual change in ankle size may be dismissed
while a rapid change in ankle displacement, as indicated by a
statistically significant change in the correlation factor, may
warrant further analysis. The second query 360, therefore,
determines whether the change in the ankle displacement
measurements as compared to the change in the patient’s
weight is so significantly difterent as to rule out other possible
factors which may explain the change in size of the patient’s
ankle When it is concluded that the statistically significant
change is likely indicative of pedal edema associated with
congestive heart failure, a report so indicating is generated.

Thereafter, the data is transmitted 370 to a healthcare pro-
fessional for further analysis. According to another embodi-
ment of the present invention, when the analysis of the trend
data reveals a statistically significant change in the ankle
displacement measurements a report is generated, which is
conveyed directly to the patient. Whether the data is transmit-
ted to a healthcare professional or conveyed to the patient via
a display device, the present invention provides important
information to a patient with respect to a significant change in
their anatomy which may be indicative of congestive heart
failure.

As will be understood by those familiar with the art, the
invention may be embodied in other specific forms without
departing from the spirit or essential characteristics thereof.
Likewise, the particular naming and division of the modules,
managers, functions, systems, engines, layers, features,
attributes, methodologies, and other aspects are not manda-
tory or significant, and the mechanisms that implement the
invention or its features may have different names, divisions,
and/or formats. Furthermore, as will be apparent to one of
ordinary skill in the relevant art, the modules, managers,
functions, systems, engines, layers, features, attributes, meth-
odologies, and other aspects of the invention can be imple-
mented as software, hardware, firmware, or any combination
of the three. Of course, wherever a component of the present
invention is implemented as software, the component can be
implemented as a script, as a standalone program, as part of'a
larger program, as a plurality of separate scripts and/or pro-
grams, as a statically or dynamically linked library, as a kernel
loadable module, as a device driver, and/or in every and any
other way known now or in the future to those of skill in the
art of computer programming. Additionally, the present
invention is in no way limited to implementation in any spe-
cific programming language, or for any specific operating
system or environment. Accordingly, the disclosure of the
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present invention is intended to be illustrative, but not limit-
ing, of the scope of the invention, which is set forth in the
following claims.

While there have been described above the principles of the
present invention in conjunction with a weight scale and
ankle displacement measurement device, it is to be clearly
understood that the foregoing description is made only by
way of example and not as a limitation to the scope of the
invention. Particularly, it is recognized that the teachings of
the foregoing disclosure will suggest other modifications to
those persons skilled in the relevant art. Such modifications
may involve other features that are already known per se and
which may be used instead of or in addition to features
already described herein. Although claims have been formu-
lated in this application to particular combinations of fea-
tures, it should be understood that the scope of the disclosure
herein also includes any novel feature or any novel combina-
tion of features disclosed either explicitly or implicitly or any
generalization or modification thereof which would be appar-
ent to persons skilled in the relevant art, whether or not such
relates to the same invention as presently claimed in any claim
and whether or not it mitigates any or all of the same technical
problems as confronted by the present invention. The Appli-
cant hereby reserves the right to formulate new claims to such
features and/or combinations of such features during the
prosecution of the present application or of any further appli-
cation derived therefrom.

The invention claimed is:

1. An apparatus for correlating lower extremity displace-
ment with weight, the apparatus comprising:

a processor containing:

program code configured to calculate a lower extremity
displacement measurement trend of a human being,

program code configured to determine a correlation fac-
tor between a weight measurement trend of said
human being and the lower extremity displacement
trend, and

program code configured to determine whether the cor-
relation factor is below a threshold value.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein determining whether
the correlation factor is below the threshold value further
comprises determining whether the below threshold value
correlation factor is statistically significant.

3. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a displace-
ment device configured to measure lower extremity displace-
ment of said human being.

4. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the displacement
device uses one of infrared waves and ultrasound waves to
measure lower extremity displacement.

5. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a circuit
configured to generate an alert in response to the correlation
factor being below the threshold value.

6. The apparatus of claim 5 wherein the circuit is one of a
wireless data transmitter and a visible display.

7. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the processor is
coupled to a network and wherein the processor is operable to
transmit an alert in response to the correlation factor being
below the threshold value and being statistically significant.

8. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the lower extremity is
an ankle of the human being.

9. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the lower extremity is
a foot of the human being.

10. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the lower extremity is
a leg of the human being.

11. A method, comprising:

making a plurality of lower extremity displacement mea-

surements on a human being;
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calculating a lower extremity displacement measurement

trend;

determining a correlation factor between a weight mea-

surement trend for said human being and the lower
extremity displacement measurement trend; and

determining whether the correlation factor is below a

threshold value.
12. The method of claim 11, wherein determining whether
the correlation factor is below the threshold value further
comprises determining whether the below threshold value
correlation factor is statistically significant.
13. The method of claim 11, further comprising issuing a
health alert.
14. The method of claim 13 wherein issuing comprises
generating at least one of a wireless data communication,
wired data communication or a visible communication
indicative of the health alert.
15. The method of claim 11 wherein making comprises
using one of infrared waves and ultrasound waves to measure
lower extremity displacement.
16. The method of claim 11 wherein the lower extremity is
an ankle of the human being.
17. The method of claim 11 wherein the lower extremity is
a foot of the human being.
18. The method of claim 11 wherein the lower extremity is
a leg of the human being.
19. A healthcare monitoring device, comprising:
a measurement device configured to obtain a measurement
of lower extremity displacement for a patient;

amemory configured to store a plurality of lower extremity
displacement measurements and a history of patient
weight; and

a processing circuit configured to:

calculate a patient weight trend from the memory stored
history;

calculate a patient lower extremity displacement mea-
surement trend from the memory stored lower
extremity displacement measurements;

determine a correlation factor between the patient
weight trend and patient lower extremity displace-
ment measurement trend; and

issue a health alert for said patient if the correlation
factor is below a threshold hold value.

20. The device of claim 19, wherein the process is further
configured to issue the health alert if the below threshold
value correlation factor is statistically significant.

21. The device of claim 19 wherein the alert is indicative of
a congestive heart failure condition for the patient.

22. The device of claim 19, wherein the measurement
device uses one of infrared waves and ultrasound waves to
measure lower extremity displacement.

23. The device of claim 19, further comprising an alert
communication device comprising one of a wireless data
transmitter, a wired data transmitter or a visible display.

24. The device of claim 19, wherein the lower extremity is
an ankle of the patient.

25. The device of claim 19, wherein the lower extremity is
a foot of the patient.

26. The device of claim 19, wherein the lower extremity is
a leg of the patient.

27. The device of claim 19, wherein responsive to the
correlation factor being below the threshold, the processing
circuit is further configured to:

issue plurality of questions to the patient;

receive responses from the patient to the plurality of ques-

tions; and
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determine whether to send the alert to a healthcare profes-
sional based on the received responses.

#* #* #* #* #*
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